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Autonomously piloted boats might sound odd to veteran 

boating anglers who value the sense of independence and 

control that skippering brings. But key players in the marine 

industry, believing that self-driving boats will spur participa-

tion and sales, have enthusiastically pursued this technolo-

gy. One of those innovators is Simrad, which recently debuted 

its AutoCaptain system, developed in collaboration with sis-

ter-brands Mercury Marine and Boston Whaler. It features au-

tomatic docking, undocking, and short-distance maneuver-

ability. We tested it aboard a Whaler 405 Conquest with triple 

Merc 600 hp outboards with joystick piloting.  AutoCaptain is 

controlled with a Simrad touchscreen display that’s networked 

with an electronic brain/interface that reads sensors and con-

trols propulsion and steering. Using the display, you simply 

drag the boat icon to the desired location then activate the 

docking or departure sequence. You can also make on-screen 

adjustments. Once the boat reaches the dock, AutoCaptain 

uses joystick piloting to remain on station. To guide its actions, 

it uses six depth-perceiving cameras. Activating by hand any 

other control such as steering, joystick or throttle immediate-

ly disables the system. It automatically adjusts to counteract 

wind, current, and nearby obstacles. While some systems rely 

on GPS and require returning to a previously mapped location, 

AutoCaptain is designed to work anywhere—not just where 

the boat has been before, according to Simrad. To learn more, 

visit simrad-yachting/autocaptain.

AUTONOMOUS BOATING COMES 
OF AGE IN 2026.
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The Grady-White 

Express 340 is built 

to take on big water 

with innovative new 

angling and cruising 

amenities.  

GRADY REIMAGINES ITS 
POPULAR EXPRESS 
330 WITH THE NEW 340
The new Grady-White Express 340 is a stunning successor to the popu-

lar Express 330. The 340 offers a big aft cockpit boasting two dive doors 

(with swim ladder), one on each side to ease boarding and landing big 

fish. The 30-gallon transom livewell in the starboard quarter will keep 

you well supplied with live bait. A 166-quart insulated transom fish box 

can be optioned as a freezer/refrigerator with digital thermostat. An 

87-quart fish box in the port quarter includes a retractable freshwater washdown inside. A transom bench folds 

away when it’s time for fishing action. The portside mezzanine incorporates a slide-out footrest for comfort and 

support while you watch trolling lines from four gunwale rod holders and optional 18-foot outriggers. Plus, the 

backrest folds down to create a work surface for rigging tackle. A summer galley can be optioned with a covered 

electric grill. Tackle drawers reside below, but you can replace them with an optional refrigerator. The bridge 

deck offers configurable seating and an electrically adjustable table to port, while the helm offers room for twin 

19-inch MFDs, Yamaha Helm Master EX Full Maneuverability controls, and an electrically adjustable captain’s 

chair. An expansive glass windshield and side windows integrate with the hardtop and rakish aft supports (with 

rod holders) for weather protection. The hardtop interior features overhead recessed rod stowage and indirect 

LED lighting. The cabin boasts hand-crafted cabinetry with fluted inlays, indirect lighting, and teak-and-holly 

sole. In addition to the convertible dinette/V-berth, Grady has opened up the aft-cabin berth for easier access 

and greater comfort. The full galley lets you easily prep meals during angling adventures, and the head now 

boasts a dedicated shower wand, as well as a super-wide mirror over the vanity with an equally huge cabinet be-

hind it. Available with twin Yamaha 450s or triple Yamaha 350 outboards. To learn more, visit gradywhite.com.
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King Sailfi sh Mounts, Inc.
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

954-784-8377

Release mounts for that once-in-a-lifetime catch that are more than just 
replicas. Our mounts are a stunning blend of art and passion that truly 
celebrates the memorable fi shing experiences of our customers. We deliver 

superior quality and value at a transparent price.

kingsailfi shmounts.com

sails@kingsailfi sh.com

New
Orleans Location Coming Soon! 
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